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Entering the Sick Room 
By Cortney Davis 

 
Smile but do not feign happiness. 
 
Enter with a measured step,  
remembering that you carry news  
of another world.   
 
Be attentive, noting  
the placement of chairs, the presence 
or absence of flowers, of cards tacked to the wall  
as if they might take upon themselves a measure of pain. 
 
Look at the woman resting in bed  
and see the light emanating from her wounds.  
 
Go directly to her bedside, not afraid  
to take her hand or simply sit beside.  
 
You will know when to speak your name 
or if you should wait, saying nothing.  
 
Let her mind and body be all that matters. 
Remain, steadfast,  
while the hospital clock offers its silent hours.   
 
Let this time be sufficient to the task at hand.   
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