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Slippage 
 By Larry Oakner 
 

 
A line of thought evaporates like a jet’s vapor trail 
leaving a blank blue canvas.  
In the middle of a sentence, words disappear 
through a Vaudeville trapdoor. 
Eyeglasses mysteriously vanish. 
Routine dissolves. 
I check the alarm before bed. 
I check the alarm before bed. 
There is a loss of transmission for an idea. 
It’s not the price I expected to pay. 
The ground fractures beneath me. 
What was I about to say? 
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