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Tandem 
By Joan Michelson 
 

The surprise of death came to her husband first. 
Then she was ill. She sold the bicycles,  
the two outfitted for long distance trips, 
 
sleek and hardly used. She threw in maps 
for nothing. And panniers. The school kept her  
until she could not get there. A carer, 
 
a wheelchair, a year of winter. No longer able 
to make out features, know our faces, 
she greeted all she passed with a loud Hello. 
 
That’s what I remember, and her face, 
by then a swollen full moon red that blazed 
beneath her fur-rimmed Christmas stocking cap.  
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